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Climate change is a “wicked problem” with overlapping causes and consequences in economic,
ecological, ethical, and technological realms. As climate change continues to alter our planet, how
can we use this monumental change as an opportunity for societal and spiritual transformation?
“Uncertainty and ambiguity emerge here as resources, because they force us to
confront those things we really want—not safety in some distant and contested
future, but justice and self-understanding now.” - Sheila Jananoff
What is the way forward? We must confront climate change as a planetary community. It affects
every institution, society, public policy, culture and ecosystem into the foreseeable future. Every
possible course of action intertwines with issues of international and intra-societal economic and
social justice. Climate change is a multigenerational, transnational “wicked problem” with no single,
simple solution.

Tasks to be addressed:
1. Better understand the current scientific expectations for the future of the climate and its
impact on our children and on all life.
2. Take stock of what we can or can’t control in terms of the consequences of human action.
3. Deal with our grief, hope and desires in the midst of great losses and shifts that will occur.
4. Recognize the limits and capacities of our evolutionary heritage. Think beyond our current
economic and political identities into new ways of imagining and living into the future.
5. Move away from anthropocentric thinking and learn to realize our human purposes as part of
a finite, planetary community.
6. Use the resources of guiding wisdom from the world’s religious and philosophical traditions.
7. Formulate compelling narratives of creation care to enable us as persons, groups and cultures
to see what needs to be done and have the courage to do it.
8. Use new understandings of how we should live to bring about social and economic justice for
all in a sustainable earth community.
Coming to terms with what the “wicked problem” of rapid climate change
might do for us will take creativity, imagination, and complex interdisciplinary thinking of
organizations like IRAS.
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